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Mission Statement  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School makes Jesus Christ known and 

loved through living our sacramental way of life in partnership with 

families and fostered in:  

Spirituality, Excellence, Academics and Service.  

 

Philosophy Statement 

We nurture the total development of each child’s spiritual, moral, intellectual, 

social, emotional, and physical well-being in a positive, safe environment.  

Spiritual growth and moral development is encouraged through instruction and 
practice of our Catholic faith. 
  
Excellence is fostered through our daily work, and respectful interactions with 
others and our surroundings.   
  
Our Academics provide students with the opportunity to achieve their full 
potential as productive members of society while encouraging a lifelong love of 
learning. 
 
Service flows from our understanding of the Catholic Social Teachings and is 

demonstrated through service-learning at every grade level.  

 

“The first end I propose in our daily work is to do the will of God; secondly, to do it in the 

manner he wills it; and thirdly to do it because it is his will.”  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 



 

Dear Families and Friends of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School, 

 
Our most important achievement this past year was doing what we can to live the 
mission of the school– making Jesus Christ known and loved to our students. It is 
the reason for our school’s existence as we support St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
parish in making disciplines.  

 

In the spring of 2017 our amazing staff began the accreditation process with the 
Minnesota Nonpublic School Accrediting Association, or MNSAA.  Accreditation 
asks us to take a look at all aspects of our school, from the physical building and 

its security to what is taught and how it is taught in the classroom. A team visited the school for three days in 
April and I am proud to report that we have been accredited for another seven years. There are a few areas 
we need to address, but the team was very impressed by what we do here at SEAS.  

 

After a challenging year in 2017, I am happy to report that we have had a better year financially. Our fiscal 
year doesn’t end until June 30th, but we are on track to finish on budget or slightly ahead. This is due, in 
large part, to the generosity of our SEAS community. Donations and tuition assistance were well over 
budgeted totals and our fundraising total was the highest it has been in years.  

 

Spiritually, our Catholic faith was professed and studied daily. We prayed together every morning, before 
lunch, after lunch, at the end of the day, and whenever else we were moved to prayer.  Students planned and 
celebrated mass weekly. We worked with families to make Jesus Christ known and loved.   

 

Students were encouraged to pursue excellence in all that they do at SEAS. As stated later in this report, our 
students’ test scores continue to be some of the highest around, surpassing the established public “norms.” 
Whether in the classroom, at a game, or at home, we challenged students to strive for excellence in all that 
they did. 

 

Academically, we continue to foster student growth. We provide our students an opportunity to develop their 
skills in a challenging curriculum that includes the arts.  During our accreditation visit, the team stated that 
they were extremely impressed with the work students are doing in our building and how we strive to 
challenge our students to be their best.  

 

Throughout the year, we served those in need locally and globally. Students collect money and items for a 
number of different charities, but also went out into the community to put their faith into action.  

 
I hope you will read the rest of the report to learn more about this past year at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School. The success that our school has enjoyed would not be possible without the continued 
partnership and ongoing commitment of our priests, faculty, staff, parents, parishioners, and most 
importantly, our outstanding students. 

 
May God bless you and your family this summer! Thank you for your continued commitment and support of 
our school and our mission to make Jesus Christ known and loved. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Tim Sullivan 
Principal 



SEAS Opportunities, Challenges, and Looking to the Future 

 For the 2018-19 school year we expect our K-8 campus to see 

a decrease in enrollment while our PreK Little Patriots program will 

see an increase. We are projecting 227 K-8 students, down from 

244, and at least 64 Little Patriots, up from 57. Overall, our 

enrollment is projected to be 291 students, down from 301. 

 Our 2018-19 K-8 tuition went from a base of $3550 to $3750. 

This was necessary to meet growing expenses, such as health 

care and technology. It is our hope that future increases will be in 

the 1.5-2% range. 

 We trimmed the budget for 2017-18 and were able to decrease 

our expenses. Combined with tuition increases for the coming 

year, we feel that we are on solid financial footing for the 

foreseeable future.  

 In June 2017 we welcomed our new Parochial Vicar, Father 

Michael Barsness, to SEAS parish. Fr. Michael attend the Washington D.C. trip with middle school 

students and has been visiting classrooms and the school on a regular basis. He has quickly become a 

part of our SEAS family.  

 Archbishop Bernard Hebda visited us in January for 

the Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. He spoke with  

students at lunch, blessed every classroom, and 

celebrated mass with Fr. Dave. We were so blessed to 

have him visit our school and meet all the students.  

 Through a grant from the Catholic School Center of 

Excellence, CSCOE, we began an Early Catholic 

Family Life program for members of our school and 

parish. This program connects parents with their 

peers, facilitates parent-child interaction, and teaches 

parents about faith-filled child development.  

 Our staff grew in their faith by attending the October CSCOE Summit in Minneapolis. The keynote 

speaker for the day was Jonathon Doyle and CSCOE purchased a year subscription for all Catholics 

schools to his “Going Deeper” weekly video formation program.   

 Teachers K-8 implemented new language arts curriculum 

series and began reviewing our math curriculum 2018-19.  

 Clara Schultz was selected as the 2017-18 SEAS Heart of 

the School. This award was created four years ago to recognize 

someone in our SEAS family who pours their heart and soul into 

the school and its mission.  

 For the first time in years, we participated in the Catholic 

United Financial Raffle. We raised over $12,000!  The raffle 

replaced the magazine drive, which typically brought in around 

$4000-$6000.  

 The school hosted our second annual Regional Religion 

Bee, doubling the amount of participating schools from the 

previous year.  



SEAS Opportunities, Challenges, and Looking to the Future 

 Every grade level participated in multiple service projects that reached locally and globally. Some 

examples include the Kitui water project and the food drive. Individual classes served at Feed My 

Starving Children, Books for Africa, Sharing and Caring Hands, and Second Stork.  

 This June, SEAS hosted a reception for alumni who were about to graduate from high school; SEAS 

Class of 2014. Over 20 graduates returned to SEAS to catch up with teachers, friends, and see all the 

changes since they left. It was a wonderful event that will become an 

annual tradition.  

 Our Little Patriots grew in their faith through regular priest visits, daily 

prayer, and a mini-Ash Wednesday mass.  

 Ms. Morris revamped our annual Living Stations, improving upon an 

already wonderful event. All in attendance felt moved and inspired by the 

4th grades’ portrayal of Christ’s journey.  

 In May, at a weekly school mass, one of our middle school students 

received the Sacraments of Initiation.  It was a beautiful mass and we 

were so thrilled that the family let us be a part of this young man’s initiation 

into the Catholic faith.  

 With a grant from CSCOE, Ms. Webb and Ms. Morris were able to 

attend the National Catholic Educational Association Conference in 

Cincinnati.  This was just one example of several conferences attended by 

staff members this school year.  

 As a result of last year’s Spring Fling Fund-A-Need, the main campus 

received many security upgrades, including new cameras, monitors, and 

locks. Our repaved and stripped parking lot should be finished by the start 

of school in the fall. SEASPA, the school’s parent association, raised funds 

to purchase five professional grade radios so we can communicate better 

throughout the building and in the surrounding area.   

 Deacon Mick Humbert brought a copy of the St. John’s Bible 

to the school. Deacon Humbert met with all the main campus 

grades and told them about the history of the St. John’s Bible, 

it’s creation, and it’s relevance in the world today.  

 This year’s Spring Fling Fund a Need was improvements to 

the gym. We raised enough money for new water fountains 

with filling stations, an additional score board, and more.  

 8th Graders served cookies and coffee to parishioners after 

morning masses several times during the school year to 

thank them for supporting our Catholic school.  



SEAS Spring 2018 Test Results 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students take the Northwest Evaluation Association’s (NWEA) MAP 

Growth standardized test in Math, Reading, and Language Arts (LA grades 2nd-8th only). These tests are 

administered at least twice a year for all grade levels, Kindergarten through 8th grade.  

Scores are reported in RIT units. MAP assessments use the RIT scale to create a grade-independent RIT 

score, which indicates the level of question difficulty a given student is capable of answering correctly about 

50% of the time. RIT scores help educators understand every student’s current achievement level based on 

their zone of proximal development. 

Once again, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students’ average scores in math, reading, and 

language arts are higher than the Norm RIT Value in every grade level.  

We are especially proud of our 7th and 8th grade students who surpassed the Norm RIT Value for 

11th graders in all subjects. Our 8th grade scores in January far exceed the norm for an 11th grader 

in the spring! 

While we are very proud of our students’ test scores, it is not how we measure the success of our students. 

Scores like this are only one way we use to evaluate student growth. What is more important to us is that 

we are creating disciples of Christ who will go out and spread His Good News. 

Grade Norm RIT 
Value 

SEAS RIT 
Score 

Norm RIT 
Value 

SEAS RIT 
Score 

Norm RIT 
Value 

SEAS RIT 
Score 

 Math Math Reading Reading Language Language 

K 159.1 170.3 158.1 163.6 --- --- 

1st 180.8 193.7 177.5 191.5 --- --- 

2nd 192.1 205.9 188.7 203.2 --- --- 

3rd 203.4 208.4 198.6 203.3 200 205.6 

4th 213.5 215.8 205.9 213.5 206.7 211.5 

5th 221.4 231.3 211.8 219.7 211.5 219.3 

6th 225.3 233.7 215.8 222.4 215.3 220.6 

7th 228.6 247.1 218.2 228.5 217.6 228.6 

8th 229.1 246.4 219.1 229.9 218.1 228 

11th 235 --- 222.3 --- 222.1 --- 

8th Grade took the MAP Test in January to assist with 9th grade placement   


